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Two marathons produce two titles 
Women’s Omaha Marathon champion goes 2 for 2 as a 

marathon champion, hails ORC’s event. Page 3. 

Turning 70 fails to slow down runner 
Robin Higley, wife of ORC’s official timer, shows others in her 

age group how it’s done. Page 4. 

T 
he newly branded Omaha Marathon drew high 

marks from participants, leaving Race Committee 

members pleased and fulfilled after putting together 

another quality event. Ideal weather greeted almost 1,300 run-

ners on that Sept. 28 Sunday morning. The field represented an 

increase of nearly 300 compared to a year ago for the Heart-

land Marathon. 

“Overall, I’m very, 

very happy with it,” 

ORC president 

Tom Whitaker 

said. “We had a 

great day weather-

wise. I think every-

thing went very 

well.” 

This year’s mara-

thon course was 

tweaked to bring 

runners into Oma-

ha, which drew 

new challenges for 

the event planners. 

“Over the last 10 

years of Heartland, 

we needed about a 

half-dozen street-

crossing monitors,” 

Whitaker said. 

“This year we needed 80 or 90. But we got enough everywhere 

we needed, and we got all our aid stations filled. All the support 

really clicked into place.” 

Often when a marathon course changes, the door is open to 

negative feedback. That didn’t happen, Whitaker said. 

“We haven’t received a single complaint about anything,” he 

said. “For that to happen, in my mind, is incredible.” 

There was more preparation involved this year compared to the 

Omaha Marathon’s praises flow 
past, mostly due to the course change and the various approv-

als needed. 

Whitaker said: “From Carter Lake to Creighton to the Parks 

Department and the National Parks Service for going past their 

building, it was absolutely incredible the back-and-forth 

(discussions) that had to take place.” 

The Club president 

praised the work of 

committee member 

and Club vice-

president Daren 

Konda and his wife, 

Teresa, for doing 

the lion’s share of 

communicating to 

get the green light 

from various enti-

ties. 

Final course ap-

provals came later 

than the committee 

had hoped for, 

Whitaker said. 

“Yes, there was 

some concern that 

it wasn’t going to 

work out,” he said, 

“but we got a lot of 

good support, particularly from the police. They were extreme-

ly supportive this year.” 

One thing that never changes for the Club’s signature event is 

the reliance of volunteer support. And, once again, the turnout 

was overwhelming. 

“You have to have a volunteer for every two or three runners,” 

See Marathon, Page 2 

Omaha Marathon runners take off just ahead of sunrise on a beautiful Sept.  

 28 Sunday. (Photo by Barnes Photography.) 
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Whitaker said. “Runners understand how much is involved in 

putting everything together. Many of the runners compliment-

ed the volunteers and the aid station workers.” 

Once again, the marathon drew runners from all over the coun-

try — 41, to be exact. And, for the first time, one traveled from 

Great Britain. 

With the marathon successfully behind the Club, Whitaker is 

looking forward to wrapping up what he called “a pretty good 

year.” 

“We had a couple of new events this year that were pretty pop-

ular,” he said. “The Rove the Grove races were pretty low-key, 

and the Lord of the Lakes event was pretty popular.” 

He added that outside groups are competing with Club events 

for runners, and that can hurt participation numbers. 

“We’ve got more competition going on,” Whitaker said. 

“There’s always that to try to work around.” 

That won’t deter the Club from continuing its sole mission for 

runners. 

“We’re an old-time Club busy putting on quality running 

events,” Whitaker said. “But we’ve caught on, and we’re trying 

Marathon: 2 races add to Club’s mission of quality events 

Continued from Page 1 

2025 Omaha Marathon top-10 finishers  

Full Marathon (Men) 

1. Nic Aubert Woodbury, Minn. 2:36.25 

2. Tegan Michael Hoyt, Kan. 2:50:39 

3. Bryant England Omaha 2:51:30 

4. Joshua Singsaas Omaha 2:57:03 

5. Tanner Gevelinger Omaha 2:57:06 

6. John Svoboda Chandler, Ariz. 2:57:36 

7. Braeden Wall Kearney, Neb. 2:58:01 

8. Danny Walsh Omaha 2:58:43 

9. Tonson Tong Cincinnati, Ohio 2:58:46 

10. Nathan Newmark Buffalo Grove, Ill. 3:03:09 

 

Full Marathon (Women) 

1. Hannah Erickson Lenexa, Kan. 2:57:59 

2. Megan Mooberry Iowa City, Iowa 3:06:26 

3. Mallory Drake West Des Moines, Iowa 3:20:14 

4. Jenna Helms Aberdeen, S.D. 3:27:53 

5. Susi Blasius Sioux Falls, S.D. 3:30:45 

6. Samantha Larson Denver 3:40:10 

7. Samantha Dudzinski Omaha 3:43:25 

8. Kaci Lickteig Omaha 3:44:16 

9. Hailie Slepicka Omaha 3:45:48 

10. Kristina Anderson Edina, Minn., 3:46:12 

Half Marathon (Men) 

1. Jesse Davis Omaha 1:11:08 

2. Daniel Albada Papillion 1:13:43 

3. Trevor Wiegert Omaha 1:14:17 

4. Julian Garcia Lincoln 1:16:01 

5. Scott Friend Omaha 1:18:16 

6. Hagos Easter Bossier City, La. 1:20:42 

7. Kyle Mellor Omaha 1:23:46 

8. Alfredo Plaza Sioux City, Iowa 1:23:47 

9. Jeffrey Brune Omaha 1:25:03 

10. Juan Ayala Fairbury, Neb. 1:26:47 

 

Half Marathon (Women) 

1. Caryn Crocfer Council Bluffs 1:38:42 

2. Jaden Hilkemann Lincoln 1:39:51 

3. Josie Hilkemann Lincoln 1:39:51 

4. Samee Kaus Lincoln 1:40:39 

5. Jennifer Huettner Elkhorn 1:41:07 

6. Christen Ledder Alpharetta, Ga. 1:42:59 

7. Jenny Sundberg Lincoln 1:43:04 

8. Crystal Foust-Nekora Omaha 1:43:05 

9. Nicole Guthmiller Orange City, Iowa 1:43:22 

10. Nicole Sparkes Aylesbury Bucks, UK 1:43:54 

to put more emphasis on the camaraderie and good times while 

still putting on a quality race.” 

While the race committee is basking in the success of the Sept. 

28 marathon, the panel isn’t taking much time off. 

“We’re starting up already,” Whitaker said. “We’d like to stay 

with a late-September date. I think the last Sunday in Septem-

ber is a good date. The fact we were up 35 percent this year 

indicates runners are OK with that date.” 

Moving the event later would come with a risk, he said. 

“There was sentiment last year to moving it to November,” he 

said. “That is definitely out. The old Riverfront Marathon was 

in November for a couple of years and one was canceled be-

cause of snow and another changed to a half-marathon.” 

Then there’s the concern about the volunteers, Whitaker said. 

“With all the volunteers you need,” he said, “having 350 to 400 

standing out there for six hours in 19-degree weather, that’s not 

going to happen.” 

“Runners understand how much is in-

volved in putting everything together.” 

— Tom Whitaker, ORC president 
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T 
he Omaha Marathon women’s champion has two mara-

thons under her belt — and two titles. Hannah Erickson 

of Lenexa, Kansas, was the first female (seventh overall) 

to cross the finish line that Sept. 28 morning. Her time of 

2:57:59 was 30 seconds faster than last year’s female champ. 

What’s a bit remarkable about her win was that it came eight 

years after her first mara-

thon, which took place in 

southern Illinois, close to 

where she attended college. 

She said that first title 

came as a surprise. 

“I only did a five-week 

build and had no idea what 

I was doing,” she said. “I 

ran 3:04, won the race, and 

set the course record (at the 

time). But it was a small, 

out-and-back race and was 

not supported very well. I 

definitely loved the Omaha 

Marathon much more than 

that race!” 

Erickson, 29, originally had 

planned making the Lin-

coln Marathon her second 

one, but she was injured. 

“I researched all over for a 

marathon that was flat, fast, a Boston qualifier and in reasona-

Kansan goes 2 for 2 as champion 
ble proximity to Lenexa,” she said. “I found the Omaha Mara-

thon and read great things about it. I loved that it was put on 

by a running club, so I felt confident it would be well-organized 

and a fun event.” 

She wasn’t disappointed by the course. 

“I really enjoyed it,” she said. “I didn't find it overly challeng-

ing, although the hills related to the bridges were a bit tough 

for sure. My husband and two little girls were there to cheer me 

on, so it was a great course for them to drive around and see 

me a few times.” 

And, Erickson added, the volunteer support was appreciated. 

“There were plenty of water stations, which I really appreciated,” 

she said. “I really enjoyed how the half-marathon overlapped 

with the marathon. It created more excitement, and it was fun to 

cheer the other runners on.” 

She praised the Club’s race committee for the excellent man-

agement of the marathon, especially the timing. 

“I had a lot of family and friends tracking me from across the 

nation,” she said, “and they loved how the tracker was follow-

ing me in real time, and they could get constant updates. I also 

thought the packet pickup was really smooth, and my girls es-

pecially loved getting to create signs for me there.” 

So does Erickson plan to return for next year’s race? 

“If it lines up with my training cycles, I would love to do the 

race again,” she said. “I would definitely recommend it to other 

runners as well.” 

 Hannah Erickson awaits 

 the start of the marathon. 

 (Photo by Barnes 

 Photography.) 

Boston next for first-time marathoner 
Tegan Michael sought out his first marathon fairly close to his 

Hoyt, Kansas, home with the hope that he could qualify for 

Boston. By finishing second at the Omaha Marathon, that’s just 

what the 33-year-old ex-college runner did. His time of 2:50:39 

was topped only by champion Nic Aubert of Woodbury, Minne-

sota, who finished in 2:36:25. 

“I was driven to run a marathon just because it’s kind of the 

next step in my running life,” Michael said. “I chose Omaha out 

of randomness and that it was close and a Boston qualifier 

course.” 

Like most first-time marathoners, Michael expected to have 

butterflies. 

“If you’re not nervous,” he said, “is it really worth running? 

Also, I had trusted my training that my high school coach and I 

laid out for me.” 

Michael’s race went just as he had hoped, although he didn’t 

expect that his watch would 

die, which meant he couldn’t 

track his pace. 

The course got a thumbs-up 

from the Kansan. 

“There were times were it got 

a little challenging,” he said. 

“But all together I thought it 

was a great course. The sup-

port for everything was great.” 

Michael said he was somewhat 

surprised to have qualified for 

Boston. 

“I also know how I am as a 

competitor,” he said, “so now 

it’s time to go faster.” 

 Boston qualifier Tegan

 Michael is all smiles. 

 (Photo by Barnes 

 Photography.) 
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A week or so later, Robin received a call from Alan Higley who 

was seeking information for bios on the Board members. They 

were on the phone long enough for him to discover she was 

divorced. 

She recalled: “He said, ‘Would you ever want to go out some-

time?’ I said, ‘OK.’ That’s how we started.” 

After their courtship got serious, the couple married in 2004. 

Alan then convinced Robin to keep running, and today she con-

tinues to show she can hold her own against most in her age 

group — even though she still insists she’s not an ultra-

competitive runner. 

“I didn’t know anything about training,” she said. “I just went 

out and ran. I didn’t have a watch, didn’t keep my time, I just 

ran.” 

Alan talked her into entering the 2010 Lincoln half marathon, 

and she finished in 1:47:13, sixth-best in her 50-54 age group. 

Two years earlier, Alan started Precision Race Results, and 

when she’s available, Robin helps time races. She has a few 

stories to tell from timing events that didn’t go well — mostly 

due to foul weather. 

As successful as she’s been the past 10 years, Robin doesn’t 

want to get carried away. 

“To this day, it’s just my hobby,” she said. “I don’t want it to 

consume my life. I kind of want to go back to running for fun, 

but I’m in a new age group this year, so it’s hard to walk away 

from a new age group.” 

Still, Robin identifies with others who take the plunge. 

“I want to give credit to the people who are not athletic and 

take that first step out the door,” she said. “I can speak from 

experience.” 

R 
obin Higley will quickly tell you she didn’t start 

out as a serious runner, and she contends that’s still 

the case. But the wife of ORC Hall-of-Famer Alan 

Higley has been putting up seriously noteworthy race results — 

even ahead of notching the big 7-oh birthday this fall. 

Robin didn’t get into running until long after high school. She 

was in the second graduating class of Omaha Northwest, where 

she was a cheerleader. She married a couple years later and 

attended UNO at night while working fulltime. 

It wasn’t until the mid- to late 1980s before she gave thought to 

running. 

“I started kind of power walking with a gal at work,” she said. 

“We did that for a couple years until she moved. She said, ‘Let’s 

do a 10K,’ and I had no idea what a 10K was.” 

Robin continued: “It took place at Miracle Hills, and the truck 

was behind me picking up the cones. I was going to kill her 

when I got back.” 

After her friend moved, Robin contemplated getting into race-

walking. 

“I did that for several years,” she said. “I went to Phoenix to 

learn about it, because it wasn’t real popular around here.” 

She remembers entering the Cornhusker State Games race-

walking competition for a few years. Then she went back to a 

regular walking routine. 

Her life then took a major change when she joined the Omaha 

Running Club about the same time Peak Performance opened 

in 1994 — for one particular reason. 

“I joined basically to get the discounts,” Robin said, “because I 

was a walker, not a runner.” 

Tragedy struck in 1997 when Robin fell off a horse and suffered 

a stroke. 

“I was kind of out of everything for a little bit,” she said, “but 

then I started walking again.” 

After fully recovering from the stroke, she joined the Step Into 

Running program that was being led by Bea Sides. Robin had a 

side goal in mind by taking up running. 

“I thought maybe I would meet more people,” she said. “That’s 

kind of how it started.” 

In 1999, a friend who was involved in the Omaha Sports Club 

urged Robin to join. She also was aware that the ORC was hold-

ing a meeting at a west-Omaha bar where the election of offic-

ers was going to take place and showed up there. 

“Somehow I got talked into getting my name on the ballot,” she 

said, “and I got elected as an at-large member.” 

Robin Higley started 

as a speed-walker 

before being 

convinced to enter 

road races. She 

placed sixth in her 

age group in her 

first half marathon 

15 years ago. She 

also helps with 

timing races with 

husband Alan. 

(Photo courtesy of 

Robin Higley.) 

She runs for fun, collects hardware 



I am overjoyed with the return of the Oma-

ha Marathon as I write this column. We 

recorded nearly 1,300 runners for our 

event, a 35 percent increase over our previ-

ous record. Other noteworthy highlights: 

● We had 41 states represented. 

● We had Great Britain 

and Canada represented 

as well. 

● We had two marathon 

runners who honored us 

by running their 50th 

state marathon with us. 

 Thank you to all who 

participated. We deeply 

appreciate your support. 

And the weather, always 

an unknown and unpre-

dictable aspect, turned 

out to be great. But I 

think the most signifi-

cant factor, for which I 

express deep apprecia-

tion and gratitude, is our tremendous vol-

unteer turnout, which I believe everyone 

will agree is the single most important rea-

son for the success we experienced. A spe-

cial thank you must also go to our Race 

Committee and Board of Directors for the 

leadership and just plain hard work that 

went into presenting our event. 

We are convinced from the many positive 

comments received that we did a great job, 

but the real proof of how we did is in the 

feedback from our participants. I would like 

to take the liberty of quoting just one exam-

ple: 

“The @runomahamarathon is back and it 

was fabulous! Great people, great course, 

great weather. This was only my third mar-

athon of 2025 and my first at age 44, but I 

set a new lifetime PR (personal record) at 

just north of 3:30. I also met some great 

people, saw some of my favorite students, 

and was greeted at the finish by my kids. 

What an amazing start to Sunday.” 

Special recognition and appreciation are 

due for our sponsors who have demonstrat-

ed their belief in us by providing financial 

support: 

● Progress Rail Company 

● Scheels 

● John Henry’s Plumbing 

● Precision Race Results 

● Ageless Men’s Health 

● SaltStick 

● Hiland Dairy 

● U-Haul 

● Peak Performance, the 

Running Store 

● Fleet Feet 

● Lawlor’s Custom Sport-

ing Goods 

● Kansas City Sporting 

● Throne Sport Coffee 

● Run For Life Running 

Coach 

● Gatorade Endurance Formula 

● United States Army 

● United States Air Force 

● United States Coast Guard 

● The Professor’s Woodshop 

● Le Voltaire Restaurant Francais 

● Le Petit Paris French Bakery 

● Godfather’s Pizza 

● The Gallup Organization 

● National Parks Service 

● Barnes Photography 

● Road Runners Club of America 

We also say thank you for the support pro-

vided by these fine groups: 

● Think Whole Person Healthcare (a big 

shoutout to Dr. Bill Weeks and staff at the 

Medical Tent) 

● Root Cos Marketing Group 

2025 ORC Board Officers 
and Board Members 

Officers 

President, Tom Whitaker 

lorraineandtom@cox.net 

VP & Marketing, Daren Konda 

darenkonda@hotmail.com 

Secretary, Mandy Kennedy 

mandykennedy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer, Tim Lens 

tmlens@yahoo.com 

Directors 

Pam Car, RRCA State Rep. 

pacar@cox.net 

Marty Ertz 

martin.ertz@gmail.com 

Connie Garro, Distance Clinic 

Co-Coordinator 

cagcag822@gmail.com 

Derek Loseke 

dirkloseke@gmail.com 

ORC Advisors 

John Fey, Newsletter 

jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Connie Garro & Kent Blobaum 

Distance Training Clinic 

orcdistanceclinic@gmail.com 

Alan Higley, Event Scoring/Hall of 

Fame Coordinator 

alanhigley@hotmail.com 

Pam Car, Director Step into 

Running 

pacar@cox.net 

Gary Meyer, Equipment Coordinator 

gfmeyer.gm@gmail.com 

Kelli Sweet, Design Consultant 

sweetkelli@cox.net 

ORC email address: 

omaharun@gmail.com 

For more on the ORC, go to: 

omaharun.org 

Follow the Club on 

Facebook, X and Instagram! 
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President’s Message 

Tom Whitaker 

See Message, Page 6 
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Eye of the Editor 

Half winner eyes next marathon 
The ORC’s signature event — rebranded 

as the Omaha Marathon — picked up 

where the former Heartland Marathon 

left, and the many hours of work by the 

Race Committee paid off with an assist 

from Mother Nature. Nearly 1,300 partic-

ipants  took off on a near-perfect early 

September Sunday morning for the full, 

half and 10K races. 

My how the Club’s marathon has grown 

since it picked up as the “old” Omaha 

Marathon was headed to its demise (due 

to an outside entity ruining it with poor management). It start-

ed on an extremely warm September 2015 morning, when just 

85 runners made it to the finish line. 

When the Club obtained the naming rights to become the Oma-

ha Marathon, it was hoped the branding would lead to a regis-

tration boost. And, thankfully, it did. Runners came from 41 

states and, for the first time, the United Kingdom. 

Many runners were first-time visitors to Omaha, and they were 

impressed with our city and how well our Club managed the 

event. ORC president Tom Whitaker said the volunteer effort 

was, as always, amazing. 

The half marathon winner, Jesse Davis, didn’t have far to drive. 

He lives near Lake Zorinsky, where he trains pretty much every 

day. He moved here from Bloomington, Indiana, three years 

ago and ran for Ball State University. He won the Omaha half 

in 1:11:08, more than 2 minutes ahead of runner-up Daniel 

Abada of Papillion. 

He signed up for the Omaha half 

as a training run for the Dec. 7 

California International Marathon 

in Sacramento. Davis, who has 

completed more than 30 mara-

thons, is a three-time Olympic 

Marathon qualifier. 

The 43-year-old said he enjoyed 

the course that took runners into 

Omaha. 

“I liked it a lot,” he said. “I got a 

little bit detoured at the end. It 

was a pretty fast course, and the 

weather was nice that day.” 

Course management got good 

marks from the half winner as well 

as the staging area. 

Asked if he plans to return to de-

fend his title next year, Davis said 

it’s possible. 

“It depends on what I’ve got lined up on my schedule,” he said. 

“I like to use it as a tune-up race.” 

John Fey 

Message: Club’s goal is to give visitors a memorable race 

Continued from Page 5 

And the following volunteers: 

● Omaha Running Club’s own Bean Team led by Diane Garza, 

handling finish line food service 

● Boy Scouts Troop 331 presenting the Color Guard, and finish 

line medal and water handouts 

● College of Saint Mary cross country 

● Omaha Central High School Athletics 

● Heather Lammers-Nelson, our pacer coordinator and our 

pacers 

We also recognize and express appreciation to the Omaha Po-

lice Department Traffic Unit, the Heartland READY ham radio 

team along with the bicycle team and course monitor volun-

teers who helped assure the safety of our new course through 

the streets of Omaha. 

We believe we are indeed successful because we are an event 

put on by runners, for runners. Our local presence year-round 

provides familiarity with the local running community. Our 

number one priority is putting on a good event to support our 

local and out-of-town running guests and we believe all the 

good comments received support our position. 

In the meantime, registration is open for our Halloween-

themed The Bones Run at Standing Bear Lake on Oct. 28 at 7 

p.m. This is always a fun event followed by a great after party 

and awards ceremony. Sign up today! 

 Jesse Davis used the 

 Omaha Marathon as 

 a training run. 

 (Photo by Barnes 

 Photography.) 

Omaha Marathon by the numbers 

357: Full marathon finishers 

560: Half marathon finishers 

149: 5K finishers 

41: States represented 
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Step Into Running keeps growing 
The Step Into Running program completed another successful 

summer with the Go Girl Run, and program director Pam Car 

couldn’t be more satisfied. She reported for a second year in a 

row there was a waiting list. 

“We had 50 people on the waiting list both times,” said Car, 

who took over the program two years ago. “About half of the 

people from last year came back this year, so we had a lot of 

repeats. And some of them continued to run together in our 

Tuesday and Thursday night groups.” 

Most of the participants were gearing toward the Sept. 1 Go 

Girl Run 5K, but Car was glad to see a few took the next step by 

registering for the Omaha Marathon races. 

“I had three ladies who ran the 5K and one who ran the half,” 

she said. “I think they paced a lot better in the 5K by doing the 

clinic.” 

ORC loses friend, volunteer 

At nearly every race in which she participated, Bea Sides’ 

husband, Denny, was there to support her and other run-

ners. That included this year’s Go Girl Run. 

The Omaha Running Club was saddened to note the pass-

ing of Denny, a long-time Club member and volunteer. He 

died Oct. 7. 

“We extend our deepest sympathy and condolences to Bea 

and family,” ORC president Tom Whitaker said. “Our 

community has 

lost a good friend. 

Denny will be 

missed by all who 

had the pleasure of 

knowing him.” 

Step Into Running 

director Pam Car 

echoed Whitaker’s 

thoughts. 

“Denny and Bea vol-

unteered at an aid 

station for nearly 

every race I have 

done,” Car said. “They were so encouraging.” 

A Celebration of Life will be held at Kros Strain Brewery (10411 

Portal Road, La Vista) on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 1 p.m. to 4 

p.m. 

 Denny Sides and his wife, Bea. 

 “They were so encouraging,” 

 said Pam Car. 

They had fun at the Sept. 1 Go Girl Run 



The ORC is a proud 

member of the RRCA! 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

OMAHA RUNNING CLUB 
P.O. BOX 34602  OMAHA, NE  68134-0602 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 

ORC Membership Discounts 

 

 

 

Peak Performance 

 10% off regular-priced shoes & clothing at: 

 78th & Cass (398-9807) 

 156th & Maple (398-0100) 

 36th St. & Hwy. 370, Bellevue ( 884-1853) 

  

Fleet Feet 

 10% off regular-priced shoes at: 

 Aksarben Village, Wright Plaza and Lincoln 


