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Peak Performance sells to ex-staffer 
Mike and Jim Ewoldt went out on a limb to start a running 

store, and now it’s owned by a former employee. Page 3. 

ORC Hall of Famer, UNO coach dies 
ORC Hall of Fame member Tim Hendricks was a longtime 

track and cross country coach. Page 5. 

T 
he Omaha Marathon is coming back. More good news: 

The event will be totally managed locally by the Omaha 

Running Club. It also means the end of the Heartland 

Marathon — which isn’t a bad thing. The Heartland grew each 

of its 10 years, but Club officials anticipate the name change 

will result in more interest. 

The ORC Board agreed to the date, Sept. 28, and three races 

will be offered: the full 

marathon, half-marathon 

and 5K. 

For those relatively new 

to Omaha, you should 

know that the Omaha 

Marathon was created in 

1974 under the direction 

of Jim McMahon (who 

died in 2016, three years 

after being inducted into the ORC Hall of Fame). First known 

as the Omaha Jaycees Marathon, the name was changed in 

1975 to the Omaha Marathon. 

Through the years, the marathon dates and routes were 

changed, and in 1998, it was canceled due to a lack of sponsor-

ships. In 2013, marathon ownership was purchased by a na-

tional company, HITS Endurance. The last Omaha Marathon 

took place in 2021. 

Meanwhile, the ORC’s Heartland Marathon was first staged in 

2015. A few years ago, the Club purchased the naming rights 

for the Omaha Marathon. Club president Tom Whitaker hailed 

the news as a new chapter in the ORC’s history. 

“The Heartland grew slowly,” Whitaker said. “It had no loca-

tion identity. We tried to call it Omaha’s Heartland Marathon, 

but a lot of that got lost in publication and promotion. My posi-

tion was, we never were going to get anywhere until we go back 

to calling it the Omaha Marathon.” 

He continued: “You look around, and what is Des Moines 

called? What is Chicago’s called? What is New York, Boston 

and Los Angeles called? They’re all called by the city (that hosts 

Omaha Marathon returns to life 

it).” 

It came to the point where ownership of the naming rights was 

about to expire, so it was determined by the Board to rebrand 

the Heartland to the more familiar name. 

“Everybody agreed that was the right thing to do,” Whitaker 

said. “We needed to promote it — which we’re starting to do — 

based on the fact that the Omaha Running Club is taking back 

the Omaha Marathon. We’d been successful in putting on the 

Heartland Marathon the last 10 years, and that expertise will 

continue with the Omaha Marathon. We think we’ll get better 

sponsorship, and we’ll have more of an opportunity to attract 

sponsors in order to get the race to grow.” 

The Omaha Marathon website (omahamarathon.com) was 

launched in November, and registration opened at that time. 

It was immediately determined that a new course should be 

designed to accommodate a larger group of runners. 

“We already drew up some proposed courses and put them 

before the city and the Police Department,” Whitaker said. “We 

want to start roughly where we were (near the Bob Kerrey Pe-

destrian Bridge).” 

Omaha Marathon 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 28 

Races: Marathon, half-marathon, 

5K 

Starting times: 7 a.m. 

(marathon); 7:20 (half); 7:40 (5K) 

To register or for more info: 

https://omahamarathon.com 

More than 900 

runners took off from 

downtown Omaha for 

the 1979 Omaha 

Marathon. 

See Marathon, Page 2 
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Anyone who knows Omaha Running Club member Roger Cur-

ry, including his dental patients, is aware that he gladly gives 

back to his community. During the World-Herald’s annual 

Goodfellows drive, he was recognized for that kindness. 

Roger and his wife, Charlotte, operate the 

Macedonian Ministry, through which they 

provide those in need and those with disa-

bilities with food vouchers, rental assis-

tance, transportation help and other es-

sential services, he told the paper. 

“We’re involved in a lot of things like that, 

where you’re trying to help people that 

deserve the help,” he said. 

The ministry not only helps people in 

Omaha but also assists refugees in other 

parts of the world and those on Native 

American reservations. 

“There’s so many opportunities to help people,” Roger said. 

Despite still working full-time at his dental practice, he also 

helps bring food to the Heartland Hope Mission, Empty Tomb 

Ministries and Generation Diamond regularly and visits nurs-

ing homes as a volunteer through the Evangelical Lutheran 

Good Samaritan Society. 

Hilary Catron conquers Hitchcock 50-miler 

ORC member Hilary Catron last month completed the Hitchcock 

50-miler. It takes place at the Hitchcock Nature Center near 

Honey Creek (just north of Council Bluffs). The two-day event is 

a fundraiser for the Nature Center. 

“It is the toughest (both mentally and physically) race I have 

Roger Curry 

participated in,” Hilary said. “Yes, even compared to Ironman.” 

More than half the race, which begins at 9 p.m., takes place at 

night with participants running with headlamps. Runners com-

pleted three, 16.7-mile loops, with a 3,000-foot elevation per 

loop. Runners had 18 hours to complete the event. 

ORC helps with DDRC Millard Run 5K 

Marty Ertz, the ORC’s volunteer coordinator, reports that last 

November the Club helped with race supplies, logistics and 

pacers at the initial running of the DDRC Millard Run Club 5K. 

ORC member Jade Hughes took the lead by getting kids into 

running. He has stories of how the running club’s after-school 

program has helped with grades and truancy. 

Also in November, the ORC made donations of socks, etc., to 

the Open Door Mission. 

If you’re looking for a place to get indoor runs in, the College of 

Saint Mary is open to the public twice a week. On Tuesdays it’s 

from 6:30 to 8 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to noon 

at the CSM indoor facility. Cost is $5. The Gerald Kubiak track 

nights are expected to return in the spring.  

Good weather graces winter running series 

The two area winter running series have been graced by decent 

weather — so far. If you’re looking for fun groups to run with, 

these are for you. 

The BTC/ORC Lake Manawa Winter Series takes place the first 

and third Saturdays of the month in Council Bluffs. The No 

Frills Racing Series, in its 32nd year, takes place near La Platte 

Elementary School the second and fourth Saturdays of the 

month. For more info, go to omaharun.org/race-calendar. 

The hope is to bring runners through Creighton’s campus and 

north Omaha before taking the new “Baby Bob” bridge into 

Council Bluffs. 

“We want it to be more inclusive of Omaha,” he said. “That’s 

going to cost money, and we’ll need more sponsorship to cover 

police protection.” 

Whitaker believes the marathon can build off the success of the 

Heartland and that it could benefit area hotels and businesses. 

“We had 40 states represented last year,” he said. “People were 

spending money on hotels and restaurants. Hopefully, we can 

get some support from the city.”  
ORC Hall-of-Famer Derek Fey crosses the finish line 

as winner of the 2013 Omaha Marathon. 

Continued from Page 1 

Marathon: Course to include more of downtown 

ORC briefs 

ORC member is a caring dentist 



3 

Ewoldt brothers built on success 

that time, we were married with two children, and now we have 

three young ones running around.” 

Then, in 2022, came the call from Mike asking if he was still 

interested in pursuing his dream. Of course, he said yes. 

As he continues to learn the business side of his new venture, 

there are many aspects of Peak that Kruger says won’t change. 

“I want to continue helping people experience their best run, 

their best walk, with the best products — all by getting the best 

fit with the best customer service,” he said. “Partnering in 

someone's running or walking journey and helping them get to 

where they want to go and see them succeed is such an honor 

and one I want to continue to serve and help people accomplish 

their journey.” 

When the Ewoldt brothers began their adventure, the store was 

located near 76th and Cass Streets under the name Walk and 

Run Fitness. Mike was married and raising a family while 

working as an auditor in Cincinnati. Jim was employed in 

Omaha at Body Basics. 

Talks between the two about opening a running-specialty store 

began in October 1993. After overcoming the early obstacles of 

launching their store (building inventory on a shoestring budg-

et, building a customer base and hiring staff), the business be-

gan to grow. Three years after opening, that growth sparked a 

move to its current location at 78th and Cass Streets. 

In the summer of 1995, Mike’s wife, Robin Dann, joined the 

It was at the March 1, 1994, grand opening of then-

named Walk and Run Fitness opened with, from left, 

Jerry Guinan, Mike Ewoldt and Jim Ewoldt manning 

their new store. (Photo courtesy of Mike Ewoldt.) 

See Peak, Page 4 

W 
hen Mike Ewoldt and brother Jim opened a small 

business specializing in running shoes and apparel, 

they took the financial risk of their lives. After all, 

there were other avenues for runners to purchase those items 

in 1994, but they wanted to follow their dream — despite the 

distinct possibility that their venture could fail. 

And, in the beginning, it looked like that just might happen. 

“It was December 23, 1994, our day of infamy,” Mike vividly 

recalled. “Jerry Guinan was our first employee. He was the only 

one on our staff, and I wasn’t taking a paycheck. He sold a shoe 

for $85, and I walked into the back room and pulled out an 

Asics invoice for $80 bucks and paid it. So $5 was all we had.” 

From that humble beginning, as well as other challenges 

(recession, COVID-19, etc.) the brothers survived and turned it 

into a huge small-business success story. And after 30 years in 

the business, Mike Ewoldt handed off the business to one of his 

former employees, Tim Kruger. 

Mike had other offers from prospective buyers, but his hope 

was to make sure if at all possible the business remain local. 

“You always look at situations,” he said. “Do you find the right 

guy at the wrong time, or do 

you find the wrong guy at the 

right time? I’ve got a year and a 

half to go to full retirement age, 

and Tim and I have been talking 

on and off for the last few 

years.” 

Mike added: “What’s nice about 

Tim is he worked with us be-

fore, he’s a runner and he 

knows the local community. I 

see he has a future with Peak. 

The last thing I wanted to see is 

somebody from afar run it into 

the ground.” 

Kruger, who ran for Dana Col-

lege, was thrilled to have his 

former boss accept his takeover 

of Peak Performance. 

“To own a running store has 

been a dream of mine since I 

was 21, and honestly that’s all I 

thought it would ever be,” he said. “I have had a shoe habit 

since about the fifth grade. This habit was really maximized 

when I started running in high school on top of all the other 

sports I participated in.” 

He continued: “Fast forward after college, and I was working at 

Peak from 2012 to 2018 in pursuit of that dream. The timeline 

wasn’t quite right at that time, and my family was growing. At 

Mike Ewoldt, left, and 

Peak’s new owner, Tim 

Kruger. 
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company and for the next 20 years took charge of ordering and 

inventory for the store. Busy as the couple were with the busi-

ness, they still had time to cheer for their favorite teams: Husk-

er football and Creighton basketball — both at home and occa-

sionally on the road. They’ve watched Creighton play in the 

Bahamas and the Huskers in Ireland. 

In 2000, the company’s name changed to Peak Performance. 

The customer base became large — and loyal. Through the 

years, Peak expanded — first in Sioux City, where Jim Ewoldt 

became manager. Later came store openings outside of the 

Midwest — Ogden, Utah and Philadelphia. 

The company also added to its Omaha presence with stores in 

Bellevue and two in west Omaha. 

Early after first opening, the Ewoldts wanted to stage fun runs, 

with the emphasis on fun. 

Recalled Mike: “I remember in 1994, when we first opened, we 

had a fun run, where we gave out T-shirts. After the 5K we of-

fered coffee, juice and beer. One of the guys said, ‘We don’t 

have beer after we run.’ Brother Jim and I looked at each other 

and said, ‘We’re going to have beer.’ Now look around, and you 

see beer after every race.” 

Peak’s top running event, by far, has been the ongoing Beer & 

Bagel off-road race. It also started that first year of opening, 

and initially was held at Tranquility Park. It then moved to oth-

er venues like Memorial Park, Elmwood Park, Cunningham 

Lake and even Mount Crescent Ski Hills. The run’s most suc-

cess came when staged at Quarry Oaks Golf Course, topping 

out at more than 2,000 finishers. 

“It’s a fun race,” Mike Ewoldt said. “People love the T-shirts 

(with the slogan ‘I’m a drinker with a running problem’), and 

they like that it’s an off-road race. Not many races are off road. 

And, of course, there’s the beer.” 

Seeing the success of B&B, an idea came for Peak to stage it 

outside Nebraska, including Pennsylvania, Missouri, Iowa and 

Arkansas. A virtual run is also offered on the B&B website 

(beerandbagel.com). 

From its early days, Peak has been a supporter of the Omaha 

Running Club, from lending a hand with equipment for ORC-

managed races to offering discounts on shoes and apparel to 

Club members. 

“Mike has supported us the best that he could, and I think 

we’ve supported him with customers,” ORC president Tom 

Whitaker said. “We’ve had a good relationship.” 

In recognition of that, the ORC inducted Mike into its Hall of 

Fame in 2006. 

Peak’s new owner said he’s going to build off the company’s 

relationship with the Club. 

Said Kruger: “Working with the Omaha Running Club is vital to 

the run community. Both have been staples in the area for so 

long and have been helpful in providing the ability for all peo-

ple to get started running and walking. I am looking forward to 

continuing to support the community with a strong partnership 

with the Omaha Running Club through great runs, races and 

information to fuel the fun.” 

Mike Ewoldt plans to stay on until retirement a year from July, 

helping Kruger succeed in his dream job. 

“I’m doing some marketing and things I wanted to do in the 

past but never had an opportunity to do,” Mike said. “Tim has 

some good ideas on how to grow this business, and I’m all for 

that, of course.” 

With his three children scattered around the country — one 

daughter lives in South Korea — Mike is looking forward to 

more travels to be with family. 

“Omaha is centrally located, and the airport is close,” he said. 

“It’s pretty reasonable to live here. But the only thing I don’t 

like is the cold weather. Now I understand why people go south 

in the wintertime.” 

Peak: Fun runs included a refreshing beer at end  
Continued from Page 3 

Mike and his wife, Robin, are diehard Husker football 

fans. (Photo courtesy of Mike Ewoldt.) 
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Long before he became the women’s cross country and track 

coach at UNO, Tim Hendricks was a standout runner. He tu-

tored his Maverick runners from 1987 until retiring in 2007. 

Hendricks, who was inducted into the ORC Hall of Fame in 

2006, died last Sept. 14 in Omaha. He was 78. 

Many of his athletes were quick to offer their stories about 

Hendricks upon learning 

of his death. 

Said Lindsey Hunter 

Fohr: “Tim was my col-

lege track coach. He was 

a great coach, made us 

work hard, was funny 

and loved the Weather 

Channel. He will be 

missed.” 

From Andrea Larson: 

“He was a great coach. 

There are so many mem-

ories — always eating at 

Denny’s, stories about his 

dog, and I wonder how 

many notebooks he had 

of splits from practice.” 

After retiring from UNO, 

Hendricks went to his 

happy place in Spearfish, S.D. Ex-runner Alyssa Olberding re-

members how he pushed all his athletes to be the best they 

could be. 

“Oh man,” she wrote on Facebook. “I hope he had a happy re-

tirement in Spearfish. I can still hear him yelling, “TOO 

SLOW!!!” He was a great coach, and I’m pretty sure I was his 

worst recruit.” 

An Omaha native, Hendricks was the 1964 Class A state cross 

country champion, representing Omaha South, and won the 

1966 Junior National AAU Marathon. He served two years in 

the Navy (1969-70) and competed on the U.S. cross country 

team that battled for the World Cross Country Championship 

in Vichy, France. He also qualified for the 1972 U.S. Olympic 

Marathon Trials. 

In 2006, Hendricks led UNO to an eighth-place finish in the 

indoor nationals and ninth in the outdoor national meet in 

2006. He was named the North Central Conference coach of 

the year five times and produced more than 120 All-American 

performances, including two national champions. He received 

the 2001 Distinguished Service Award by the NCAA Division-II 

Coaches Association. 

Another one of his former runners, Carly Lambert-Pollack, also 

commented with sadness on her coach’s passing. 

“I’ll remember his love for making us snack packs, cold Arby’s 

sandwiches, how he always wanted to eat at any Perkins, Den-

ny’s or Cracker-Barrel in the area,” she wrote. “He taught me 

everything about growing up and running track, even though I 

thought he wanted to strangle me most days.” 

She added: “He was so dedicated and diligent in his coaching, 

giving his entire career to planning and being present for each 

and every girl he coached. He will be forever remembered and 

gravely missed.” 

HOF runner, coach remembered 

Tim Hendricks 

The Omaha Running Club kicks off the New Year’s events with 

the Chiller Challenge & ORC Annual Meeting. It returns again 

Sunday, Feb. 2, to the Papillion Landing, 1046 W. Lincoln in 

Papillion. Lunch will be provided. 

The festivities begin with three races: 

● 1K Kids’ Run at 10:55 a.m. (finisher medals for participants) 

● 8K Run at 11:05 (overall and age group awards) 

● 2-mile Fun Run at 11:10 (no awards in the 2-mile fun run). 

If you’re entering one of the races, bib pickup starts at 10 a.m. 

During the races, Club members will cast their votes for the 

Directors and Officers. The annual meeting begins around 1 

p.m. Once the votes have been counted, the 2025 Directors and 

Officers will be announced. 

The highlight, as usual, is the announcement of the newest in-

ductees into the Hall of Fame. To register, click on this link: 

Chiller Challenge returns to Papillion Landing 

https://omaharun.org/events/chiller-challenge-and-

annual-meeting-6 

https://omaharun.org/events/chiller-challenge-and-annual-meeting-6
https://omaharun.org/events/chiller-challenge-and-annual-meeting-6


I was thankful for some nicer than usual 

weather over the fall and early winter, con-

ditions conducive to thinking about run-

ning races. The Lake Manawa Winter Series 

races opened with The Mick several weeks 

ago that brought a great turnout in memory 

of founder and guiding light Mick Freeman. 

The Lake Manawa and 

No-Frills Winter Series 

events for January, Feb-

ruary and March are 

posted on the ORC event 

calendar. These events, 

even though sometimes 

challenged by weather 

conditions, provide an 

excellent opportunity to 

stay active during the 

usual slow season. 

We are hard at work 

planning ORC events for 

the coming year with the 

intent to offer some new 

and unique offerings. I 

am particularly excited that we are bringing 

back the Omaha Marathon on Sept. 28, 

2025, which will feature a marathon, half 

marathon and 5K races. At this point, sub-

ject to the City of Omaha and Omaha Police 

Department approval, we plan to start and 

finish in the Millers Landing area and in-

clude more of downtown Omaha in the 

courses. I sincerely hope that you will mark 

your calendars and plan to support your 

local Club and what we are doing to help 

our local running community. If you are not 

ready for 26+ miles, that is fine; sign up for 

the 5K or half marathon. And, if you are not 

interested in running at all, we always need 

many volunteers to make this a success. So 

we urge you to sign up as a volunteer. We 

will be extremely grateful for your help! 

Also, please spread the word, not only here 

in Omaha, but as far and wide as you can. 

Do you have a running relative or friend in 

another state? Invite them to come join us 

and help continue making our event a suc-

cess for the Omaha running community. 

With the end of another year, it’s time to 

look back on the many accomplishments of 

the Omaha Running Club. I am grateful for 

and extend a special thank you to each 

member of the ORC Board and our great 

advisors for their time and hard work to 

help our Club fulfill its mission of support-

ing the Omaha running and walking com-

munity. But most of all, I am extremely 

grateful to all the volunteers who give their 

time and effort so freely all year, as they are 

the ones who really keep us 

going. We could not do 

anything without you. This 

was particularly true with 

the final presentation of 

our Heartland Marathon 

last year as our volunteers 

received many positive 

comments from partici-

pants. Marty Ertz, our vol-

unteer coordinator, has 

established an outstanding 

record of managing our 

volunteer function. 

I am grateful as well for all 

the runners who turned out 

to support our events and 

gave us their mark of approval by their par-

ticipation. 

My sincere best wishes go to our members 

for a healthy and successful 2025. Thank 

you for supporting our Club. I look forward 

to seeing you at the Lake Manawa and No-

Frills winter series runs and at the Chiller 

Challenge and Annual Meeting of members 

that is scheduled for Feb. 2. Check the ORC 

website for updates. 

Registration is open and, as mentioned 

above, we are moving forward with plans to 

hold our premier event, the Omaha Mara-

thon, on Sept. 28. It is not too early to begin 

planning your fall event. If you are interest-

ed in accurately measured and clearly 

marked courses, prompt and accurate re-

sults during the race, photo tagging and 

runner tracking, and race officials and vol-

unteers who really care about your race 

experience, then we are the race for 

you. Check us out at omahamarathon.com. 

And the best part? The proceeds stay here 

in Omaha to facilitate the ORC’s year-round 

mission to support the local running and 

walking community. 

Run safely, and Happy New Year everyone! 

2025 ORC Board Officers 
and Board Members 

Officers 

President, Tom Whitaker 

lorraineandtom@cox.net 

VP & Marketing, Daren Konda 

darenkonda@hotmail.com 

Secretary, Mandy Kennedy 

mandykennedy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer, Tim Lens 

tmlens@yahoo.com 

Directors 

Pam Car, RRCA State Rep. 

pacar@cox.net 

Marty Ertz, Volunteer Coordinator 

martin.ertz@gmail.com 

Connie Garro, Distance Clinic 

Co-Coordinator 

cagcag822@gmail.com 

Derek Loseke 

dirkloseke@gmail.com 

ORC Advisors 

John Fey, Newsletter 

jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Connie Garro & Kent Blobaum 

Distance Training Clinic 

orcdistanceclinic@gmail.com 

Alan Higley, Event Scoring/Hall of 

Fame Coordinator 

alanhigley@hotmail.com 

Pam Car, Director Step into 

Running 

pacar@cox.net 

Gary Meyer, Equipment Coordinator 

gfmeyer.gm@gmail.com 

Kelli Sweet, Design Consultant 

sweetkelli@cox.net 

ORC email address: 

omaharun@gmail.com 

For more on the ORC, go to: 

omaharun.org 

Follow the Club on 

Facebook, X and Instagram! 
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President’s Message 

Tom Whitaker 
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Eye of the Editor 

Omaha Marathon’s return is a win 
I’ll open my message for this edition by 

wishing all of our ORC members a Happy 

New Year. Now on with my babbling. 

I was sad to learn of the passing of Hall of 

Fame member Tim Hendricks, longtime 

coach of the UNO women’s cross country 

and track squads. As you’ll read on Page 

5, he was loved by his athletes and clearly 

made an impression on them. He was 

inducted into the HOF in 2006, a year 

before retiring from coaching. 

Tim arrived at UNO in 1987, eight years after my departure as 

the women’s sports information director. Shortly after I began 

my 20-year career with the Omaha World-Herald in 1988, I 

relied on Tim as a source for story ideas. Many times he’d call 

me first with a tip on one of his athletes. 

Tim was one of the most unique individuals I ran across — in a 

good way. It was clear to me that he really cared for his ath-

letes, and the feeling was mutual. My wife, Shirley, worked in 

the athletic department while Tim was at UNO and called him 

one of the most-liked among all the men’s or women’s coaches. 

* * * 

I was extremely happy to learn that the Omaha Marathon is 

coming back — under ownership and management of the Club. 

I agree with our president, Tom Whitaker, that putting the 

Heartland Marathon name to rest and replacing it with the 

long-established brand should only boost participation. 

I’ve written before 

how the 1984 Omaha 

Marathon will always 

be special to me. After 

struggling to finish my 

first two marathons in 

1983 and ’84 

(Lincoln), I was able 

to navigate the entire 

course without walk-

ing (other than 

through water sta-

tions). The result was 

a personal-best time 

of 3:19:13. 

And I like the selec-

tion of a late-

September date (Sept. 

28, to be exact). Yes, 

living in Nebraska we 

know how fickle the 

weather can be, but late September usually is fairly mild — es-

pecially for early starts to a major race. The 1984 Omaha Mara-

thon took place the first Sunday in November, and, as I recall, 

the weather was perfect — not too hot, not too cold. 

The ORC Board and race committee are already hard at work, 

trying to convince the City of Omaha to support our signature 

event. After all, if Lincoln can back that city’s marathon, why 

can’t Omaha? 

As Tom mentioned in his column, a marathon takes a ton of 

volunteers to make it a success. If you’ve volunteered for past 

Heartland Marathons, I hope you’ll continue that support for 

the next one. Not only will your efforts be highly appreciated by 

the participants, you’ll feel good about helping make this the 

best event possible. 

* * * 

My interview with Mike Ewoldt (story on Page 3) brought back 

memories of my years working at Peak Performance (2009-17). 

I’ll never forget how it started — with an offer from Mike to join 

his company. 

I was into my 11th month removed from the World-Herald and 

still looking for full-time employment. I had volunteered to 

help load buses from the Cass store parking lot for the Sept. 12 

(2009) Peak 2 Peak 10-mile race that started at the Bellevue 

store. 

Mike was standing next to me as we watched the buses leave 

the parking lot and said to me, “Have you ever given thought to 

working for me?” I was a bit taken aback, but after a few sec-

onds, I said, “Well, I’ve bought enough shoes from you, so may-

be that could work.” 

A couple of weeks later, I began what would be the last full-

time job of my life. It wasn’t as easy as I thought it would be 

(dealing with a few difficult customers, cleaning the bathrooms, 

etc.), but it sure wasn’t as stressful as my 20 years at the news-

paper. 

All-in-all, the majority of my time working for Mike was a 

pleasant experience. I particularly enjoyed helping with the 

various road races we managed. My two favorites, by far, were 

the Blarney Stone and Beer & Bagel events. 

* * * 

Finally, I’d like to close by urging you to attend the Chiller 

Challenge as the Club kicks off the New Year with runs of vari-

ous distances, followed by the annual meeting and announce-

ment of the newest Hall of Fame inductees. 

Our volunteers always put on a good lunch, and the program 

moves quickly. The best part is the event is free to Club mem-

bers, but non-members are more than welcome to  participate 

in the races. To register, click on this: https://omaharun.org/

events/chiller-challenge-and-annual-meeting-6  

John Fey 

 A much-younger ORC newsletter 

 editor crossing the finish line at 

 the 1984 Omaha Marathon. 

https://omaharun.org/events/chiller-challenge-and-annual-meeting-6
https://omaharun.org/events/chiller-challenge-and-annual-meeting-6


The ORC is a proud 

member of the RRCA! 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

OMAHA RUNNING CLUB 
P.O. BOX 34602  OMAHA, NE  68134-0602 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 

ORC Membership Discounts 

 

 

 

Peak Performance 

 10% off regular-priced shoes & clothing at: 

 78th & Cass (398-9807) 

 156th & Maple (398-0100) 

 36th St. & Hwy. 370, Bellevue ( 884-1853) 

  

Fleet Feet 

 10% off regular-priced shoes at: 

 Aksarben Village, Wright Plaza and Lincoln 


